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EU Austerity Policies  
undermine Human Rights? 
 

 

The European financial crisis has confronted affected EU Member States with a demand for financial 

austerity measures in order to combat fiscal deficits. As a result, substantive budget cuts have been 

designed in these countries with far reaching social effects. These impacts of policy changes introduced as 

a result of austerity measures have substantial influence on the realisation of economic, social and cultural 

rights.  

 

Potential Interview Partners at the CSO Conference Vienna+20:  
 

Nicholas Lusiani, Senior Researcher at the Center for Economic and Social Rights: 

Lessons learned: Ireland and Spain 

Senior Researcher at the Center for Economic and Social Rights, where his work focuses on developing alternative 

human rights-centered economic and development policies. Niko previously worked for the International Network 

for Economic, Social and Cultural rights and el Centro por los Derechos Economicos y Sociales in Ecuador. He also has 

experience in the fields of international humanitarian relief, indigenous rights in Mexico, human rights in Syria and 

criminal justice system issues in the United States. He received a Master’s degree in International Affairs from the 

School of International and Public Affairs at Columbia University, where he specialized in international human rights 

law and macroeconomics. 

 

Aldo M. Caliari, Director Rethinking the Bretton Woods Project, Center of Concern, Righting Finance 

Aldo Caliari is the director of the Rethinking Bretton Woods Project at the Center of Concern 

(Center), an organization that researches, educates, and advocates from Catholic social  

tradition to create a world where economic, political, and cultural systems promote sustainable flourishing of the 

global community. The Center envisions a global community that upholds basic human rights and human dignity, 

fosters just relationships, promotes sustainable livelihoods, and renews Earth. Aldo has been a consultant to several 

intergovernmental organizations, including the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the United 

Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, and the United 

Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, as well as to national governments, civil society 

networks, and global foundations. 

 
 

Michael Windfuhr, Deputy Director, German Institute for Human Rights: 

Michael Windfuhr is a political scientist, educated at the University of Heidelberg. Since 2011, he has been the 

Deputy Director of the German Institute for Human Rights, the national human rights institution of Germany. For the 

five years prior to this, he served as Human Rights Director of Bread for the World, the development organisation of 

the Protestant church of Germany. Between 1988 and 2006 he worked with FIAN-International (FoodFirst 

Information and Action Network), an international human rights organisation that focuses on the realisation of the 

right to adequate food. Initially he coordinated FIAN's Latin American work concentrating on land conflicts and 

agrarian reform. He represented FIAN at the United Nations Human Rights system from 1992 onward. In the last 10 

years, he has contributed to the effort to set standards for the right to food. He was actively involved in the 

elaboration of the “Voluntary Guidelines on the progressive implementation of the right to adequate food” adopted  
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by the FAO Council in November 2004. He became Secretary General of FIAN in 2005. He brought his experience in 

international relations to the Institute of Political Science at the University of Heidelberg. From 1996 to 2000 he was 

also a part-time assistant to Prof. Klaus von Beyme. In addition Michael Windfuhr lectured at the Institute for more 

than ten years. His main fields of publication and teaching are: human rights policies, international relations theory, 

international economic and development policies. He has published extensively, particularly on economic, social and 

cultural rights as well as on trade and agricultural policies. 

Lastest book publications: Windfuhr, Michael (ed.): Beyond the Nation State. Human Rights in Times of Globalisation, 

Stockholm, 2005. Bals, Christoph / Harmeling, Sven, Windfuhr, Michael: Climate change, Food Security and the Right 

to adequate Food, Study written for Brot für die Welt, Diakonie Katastrophenhilfe und Germanwatch, November 

2008. 

 

Savitri (Savi) Bisnath, Associate Director, Center for Women’s Global Leadership 
 

Savitri (Savi) Bisnath, associate director of the Center for Women’s Global Leadership holds a Ph.D. in City and 

Regional Planning from Cornell University and a B.A. in Economics from the University of California, Los Angeles 

(UCLA). Savi has fifteen years of experience working with nongovernmental and philanthropic organizations, inter-

governmental institutions, including the United Nations Development Programme and the South Center, on issues 

related to development, conflict, natural disasters, women’s rights, and trade in services; in specific countries in 

Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, and the Middle East as well as the United Kingdom and the United States. 

 

She is co-editor of Global Tensions: Challenges and Opportunities in the World Economy (Routledge, 2004) and the 

Gender and Development Reader Vols. I & II (Edward Elgar, 2001) with Lourdes Beneria. Her article, “Feminist 

Economics,” with Radhika Balakrishnan appears in The Elgar Companion to Marxist Economics (Ben Fine and Alfredo 

Saad-Filho, Edward Elgar, 2012), and “Poverty and Gender:  An Analysis for Action,” with Lourdes Beneria, in The 

Globalization Reader (F. J. Lechner and J. Boli editors, Blackwell, 1999). Savi is also the author of several practical 

tools, including the “Guide to Gender Aware Post Disaster Needs Assessment” (United Nations Development 

Programme, 2010). Savi was born and raised in Trinidad and Tobago and holds dual citizenship with the United 

States of America. 

 

  

 


