
 

 
Invitation to the Press conference  
Vienna+20 CSO Conference „Human Rights in Crises“ 

 
Tuesday, 25 June 2013, 10:15 am 
Haus der Europäischen Union, Wipplingerstraße 35,  1010 Wien 
 
Human rights activists from over 50 countries worldwide are expected to participate in a Vienna+20 Civil 
Society conference entitled “Human Rights in Crises”, in the House of the EU in Vienna on June 25-
26.  Vienna+20 commemorates the Second World Conference on Human Rights held in Vienna in June 
1993, a landmark with regard to the realization and advancement of human rights.  
 
All too often governments use the specter of world crises as grounds to disregard their most important 
obligations: to respect, protect and fulfil human rights. The focus of the civil society conference will be to 
evaluate the last two decades, to analyze the current status of human rights, and to strengthen the human 
rights movement by jointly addressing the new challenges. Civil Society networks from around the world 
will acclaim a Vienna+20 Civil Society Declaration to strengthen the human rights movement globally and 
to renew the pressure to all states to progress in human right standards. 
 
Speakers: 

 Olivier de Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food, Professor for International 
Human Rights Law, European Union Law and Legal Theory at the Université catholique de Louvain 
(Belgium) 

 Manfred Nowak, Co-Director of the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights (BIM), Professor 
for International Law and Human Rights, University of Vienna, Former UN Special Rapporteur on 
Torture ( Austria) 

 Rolf Künnemann, Human Rights Director of FIAN International, member of the steering committee 
of the ETO Consortium (Germany) 

 Ana Maria R. Nemenzo, socio-political activist and feminist, from WomanHealth Philippines, 
member of the World March of Women (Philippines) 

 Svetlana Boincean, agricultural coordinator for Eastern Europe and the Central Asia region  for the 
International Union of Food workers (IUF), member of the Coordination Committee for the Civil 
Society Mechanism in the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) (Moldova) 

 Marianne Schulze, jurist, independent Human Rights consultant, coordinator of the 
initative.menschenrechte.jetzt (human.rights.now) (Austria) 

Language: English and German (Translation provided if necessary)  

Please confirm your participation at media@viennaplus20.org  

Brigitte Reisenberger, +43 699 18 33 00 33 

 

Conference Programme: http://viennaplus20.wordpress.com/programm/ 

Full Programme of the Action Week: http://viennaplus20.wordpress.com/events/ 
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(2) Kick-off Action: Don't let human rights sink! 

(pond in front of Karlskirche, 5 pm, 24 June) Photo and Interview Option with CSO Conference 

participants 

 

To open the Vienna +20 action week we want to send a visible signal in support of human rights: States 

must put human rights back on course and not let them sink! We will put homemade paper boats with 

our messages to the governments into the pond in front of the Karlskirche to deliver our complaints and 

demands.  

 

Queries: media@viennaplus20.org mobile: +43 (0)699 18 33 00 33  
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